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The working visit of the former President to London, which includes advocating for a ban on
trophy hunting and promoting animal welfare, has elicited a strong reaction from the Botswana
communities. The communities are deeply concerned about the potential implications of such
a ban on their sustainable benefits from wildlife conservation efforts.

The communities view the former President's lobbying efforts to persuade the British
government to enact a bill banning trophy hunting as a misguided and counterproductive
approach. They argue that the proposed ban overlooks the complex dynamics of wildlife
conservation in Botswana and fails to take into account the perspectives and needs of the local
communities who have been actively involved in conserving wildlife for years.

It is the belief of the Botswana communities that enforcing a blanket ban on trophy hunting is
not a panacea for conservation but rather a threat to the sustainable benefits they derive from
wildlife. They argue that such a ban could have detrimental effects on their livelihoods, as many
communities living alongside wildlife already face challenges such as crop degradation, loss of
life, and competition for essential resources like water holes.

Furthermore, the communities express concerns that a ban on trophy hunting could
exacerbate existing tensions between humans and wildlife, potentially leading to negative
perceptions towards wildlife conservation. Such negative perceptions could undermine
Botswana's efforts to achieve sustainable development goals, particularly if the hunting 



trophies (import Prohibition) bill is passed without considering the local communities'
perspectives.
The communities fear that the lobbying efforts of the former President could undo the progress
made by Botswana communities, the government, conservation experts from the University of
Botswana, and international organizations in promoting sustainable wildlife management
practices. They urge for a more inclusive and balanced approach to wildlife conservation that
takes into account the needs and perspectives of local communities who are directly impacted
by conservation policies and decisions.

In our united stance, we firmly assert that dismissing the potential community benefits of
trophy hunting without directly engaging with the communities involved reflects an attitude of
superiority that contradicts the shared commitment to ensuring the future conservation of the
planet. We stand united in our dedication to both the welfare of our communities and the
preservation of our invaluable natural resources.
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